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VERTICAL FILE 
WILLIAM FORREST WINTER was born in Grenada County, Mississippi, on February 21, 


1923. Governor winter graduated from the University of Mississippi in 1943 with a 
B.A. in history. After serving with the U.S. Army Infantry in the Philippines, he 
entered the University of Mississippi Law School, graduating first in his class 
in 1949. While still a law student he was elected to the state legislature and 
served in that position for eight years. The Governor re-entered the infantry during 
the Korean Conflict. During his tenure in the armed services he advanced from the 
rank of private to major. 
Govemor Winter first served in statewide office as State Tax Collector. He 
held that position from 1956-64 at which time the office was abolished at his request. 
In 1963 he was elected State Treasurer, and after an unsuccessful bid for Govermor 
in 1967 he was elected Lieutenant Governor in 1971. As Lieutenant Governor, Winter 
was an outspoken advocate of opening the process of government to the public and 
the press. For his leadership in this area he was awarded the Margaret Dixon 
Freedom of Information Award by the Mseresippictauietang Associated Press Association. 
In 1975 Govemor Winter made his second unsuccessful bid for the governorship. He 
then returned full-time to the practice of law before mounting a successful bid for 
the office of Governor in 1979. ae 
Governor Winter has been president of the Mississippi Association for Mental Health 


and vice president of the National Association of Mental Health. He is president of 


Pal 


the Board of Trustees of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, a trustee 

of Belhaven College and Columbia Seminary, a trustee of the Mississippi Foundation of 

Independent Colleges, and an elder in the Presbyterian Church. The Governor is a 

fonmer president of the Mississippi Historical Society and the Ole Miss Alumi Association. 
An attorney, farmer and timber grower, Governor Winter is a member of ODK and 

Pai Delta Phi. He was named Outstanding Alumus of the University of Mississippi in 


1975. He is married to the former Elise Varner and they have three daughters. 
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